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Bio: Dr. Daisaku Higashi completed his MA in 2006 and Ph.D. in
2012 from Department of Political Science at the University of
British Columbia. He is currently professor of international
relations at Sophia University in Tokyo. He is a leading scholar
on mediation during armed conflicts and peacebuilding in
post-conflict states in Japan. He served as team leader for
reconciliation in UN Assistance Mission for Afghanistan from
2009 to 2010, as well as Minister-Counsellor in the Japanese
mission to the UN from 2012 to 2014. He has recently been
frequently assigned by the Japanese Foreign Ministers to visit
Iraq and South Sudan to make some intellectual contributions
to peacebuilding in these states, including one in South Sudan
in March 2023. Dr. Higashi also visited Afghanistan in February
2023 as a Senior Peacebuilding Consultant of UNDP.

Abstract: In this special lecture, Dr. Higashi will share his 
unique policy engagements with Japanese policy makers and 
high ranked officials of international organizations such as the 
United Nations and Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
to support suffering people in fragile states.
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