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Dr. Daisaku Higashi is an associate professor at Sophia University in Tokyo. He worked for NHK, Japan 
Public TV station as a program director from 1993 to 2004 and produced a numerous TV documentaries, 
including “Rebuilding Iraq: Challenges of the United Nations”. He completed his MA and Ph.D. in the 
political science at the University of British Columbia in Canada. He consulted on Afghan policies with top 
government officials in both Japan and the United States. He worked for United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) from December 2009 to December 2010 as a team leader for 
reconciliation and reintegration. He started working for the University of Tokyo as an associate professor 
in January 2011. He also served as a Minister-Counsellor in the Permanent Mission of Japan to the UN 
from August 2012 to August 2014, directing the activities of Peace Building Commission (PBC) as a part of 
exchange program between the University of Tokyo and the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His 
publication includes “Challenges of Constructing Legitimacy in Peacebuilding: Afghanistan, Iraq, Sierra 
Leone and East Timor” (Routledge 2015),“Peacebuilding: Researches in Afghanistan and East Timor" 
(Iwanami Press 2009)”, “Why did we go to the war: dialogue of former enemies in the Vietnam War" 
(Heibonsha Library 2010). His edition includes "Human Security and Peacebuilding" (Nihon Hyoronsha 
2017). 


